
  

  

 

 

  
Health Science Technology Patient Care Practicum 1 

Syllabus  

 

The Practicum is designed to give students practical 

application of previously studied knowledge and skills. Practicum students are introduced to health care 

principles and practices utilized in infection control, emergency care, first aid, and the care of a hospitalized 

patient. Refinement of health care skills is accomplished through observation of patient care at selected 

hospitals and clinics, in the Texas Medical Center, under the supervision of a licensed health care 

professional who specializes in specific health care fields. Ethics, professionalism, problem solving and critical 

thinking skills are stressed to the students throughout their rotations at the hospital.    

The Health Science Profession is comprised of multifaceted disciplines which vary from total patient contact to 

research, ancillary services, psychological and spiritual care as well as health informatics and administration. 

Students will be expected to evaluate personal preferences and interests in various careers and match them 

accordingly to their long term educational goals.      

Course Objectives   

After this course, the student will be able to:    

 Exhibit ethical behavior and professional decorum in the workplace    

 Adhere to legal responsibilities of a health care professional   

 Describe the history, rationale and explain how HIPAA pertains to students   

 Demonstrate core competency in anatomy and physiology and use medical terminology 

in its proper context   

 Collect and summarize data from patient care experiences    

 Contribute to the planning, implementation and evaluation of specific health care issues 

and patient care scenarios    

 Successfully participate in classroom discussions and in clinical settings   

 Communicate effectively verbally and in writing as demonstrated in their clinical reports  

 Self-assess their professional preferences, qualification and life style choices  

  

Instructor: Mari Dunlap 

Mari.Dunlap@houstonisd.org 

Conference period A4 2:00-2:45pm 

mailto:Mari.Dunlap@houstonisd.org
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        Scope and Sequence   

 Professionalism and Decorum   

 Safety    

 Infection control   

 Communication/Cultural 

Diversity/Beliefs  

 Medical Law and Ethics/Bioethics   

  

 Vital Signs   

 Patient Care   

 Medical Terminology and 

Abbreviations   

 Medical Specialties and Careers    

 Health Care/Current Events  
1   

Support Materials   

 Text:  Diversified Health Occupations & Pathophysiology for Health Professions, 

Internet   

 Handouts   

Supplies Required:    

 Basic Scrubs ($17.50), Lab Coat ($17.50), DeBakey Pocket Patch ($1.75)  

 White leather/like material rubber sole/athletic shoes  

  Please consult with Mrs. Dunlap prior to purchase   

 Small spiral writing pad with hard surface on the back that fits in the pocket of your lab 

coat    

 Portfolio (1 inch binder, sheet protectors(25sheets)) 

Schedule   

The didactic portion of Patient Care Practicum 1 will consist of approximately 7 weeks of 

instruction followed by approximately 7 clinical days at either designated medical facility.    

Grades   

 50%   Major Grades (Tests, Mid-term, final, Portfolio, etc.)    

 40%   Daily Grades (Quizzes, Classwork, Professional Decorum, etc.)   

 10%   Participation (Homework, organized notes, class participation)    

Absences & Make-up Work        

Student, you are on a WBL unpaid training plan and you are responsible to notify me of your 

absence as early as possible, via email Mari.Dunlap@houstonisd.org or call school and leave 

message in front office. If you are running late, students need to text back on Remind 101 to 

notify Mrs. Dunlap on the clinical day. I will notify the hospital that you will not be attending on 

assigned day. Notification of your absence is professionalism and demonstrates 

responsibility.  It is the student’s duty, after an absence, to seek classroom and or clinical 

make-up work.    

  

mailto:Mari.Dunlap@houstonisd.org
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 Students are require to set up for the specific class for class reminders  

 

 Patient Care Practicum A1/2 

 Enter 81010  Text message @pcpa12 

Patient Care Practicum B1/2 

Enter 81010  Text @pcpb 

Patient Care Practicum B3/4 

Enter 81010 Text @pcpb3 

 

Reminder is only used for being Tardy or emergency purpose to contact Mrs. Dunlap, not to use for 

asking questions about the test, project etc. Students need to ask Mrs. Dunlap face to face or email 

for those purposes. 

 If you miss a clinical rotation day (illness, Dr. Appointment, etc.) you will be expected 

to complete a self-study packet due upon presentation to next class (48 hours).   

 Students who do not participate in clinical due to an excused absence will be given 

opportunity to complete assignment given by Mrs. Dunlap  

 If you fail to notify Mrs. Dunlap, of your absence the morning of absence, you will get 

deduction of points for the clinical grade 

“0” for professional clinical appearance.    

 If you come to school with a cold, fever or contagious disease you will not be allowed 

in the clinical area.  As an alternative of the clinical setting, you will be directed to the 

library where you will complete a clinical self-study due when we arrive back to 

campus.    

 Students who do not participate in clinical rotation due to noncompliance (i.e. no ID, 

unshaven, no scrubs, etc.) with requirements, will not be able to attend the clinical.  

You will be assigned to transitional class or remain in the library with an assignment 

that must be completed and turned in at the end of period.  Maximum grade for 

assignment will be a 70% for first episode and 60% maximum for any proceeding 

episodes.     

 Students who change their schedules, once training plans have been submitted, will 

not be able to participate in any rotations due to the legalities of the WBL training plan.    

   

    REQUIREMENTS ARE DUE WITHIN 1 WEEK AFTER 1ST DAY OF 12 WEEK ROTATION.   

You must provide a hard copy of the following    

1. CPR current throughout entire clinical rotation   

2. Immunizations:   Up to date school vaccines 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx   

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
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3. Since you will be going to clinical rotation you have more requirements to fulfill.  

Hospitals’ require one series of Hepatitis B vaccine and a positive (REACTIVE) 

serum antibody within the last 5 years or two series of Hepatitis B vaccine. (6 total 

vaccinations) Evidence of 1st dose of second series is required to begin clinical.  

(Series includes 3 injections: 1st dose, 2nd dose in a month, 3rd dose at 6 months), Bring 

results of antibody serum if positive(reactive) bring the documentation, if  

negative(nonreactive) bring result and prove of 1st Hepatitis B vaccine. * Explain to your 

HCP that you will be exposed to real patient care areas-    

4. Please note it is imperative that you complete the series since you will be required to 

provide documentation proof of completion in the 12th grade.    

5. Flu Shot – check with your doctor, clinic, stores, Sam’s, Costco, Walgreens, CVS, 

Kroger   

Your child may be eligible for no-cost vaccines through the Texas Vaccines for Children (TVFC) Program. 

The TVFC is a state-operated program funded with federal and state money to provide.  No cost vaccines 

to eligible children from birth through 18 years of age. http://dshs.texas.gov/immunize/tvfc/  You may 

also contact Harris County Health Dept.: 713.212.6800 http://www.hcphes.org/   

6. TB Skin Test must be current throughout entire clinical rotation. You may bring result if 

within a year – please check with Mrs. Dunlap. This skin test takes 48-72 to obtain 

results, please call set appointment ASAP.  A positive (+) TB requires a Chest X-ray.  If 

you are a student who requires a Chest X-ray and the CXR is clear. Please have MD 

note read, “Normal CXR and no evidence of TB”    

Tuberculosis    

Pre-clinical rotation TB testing is performed to ensure that students who enter a health care setting do 

not have TB disease (or develop TB disease) while they are in contact with patients.  It is standard for 

health care workers to be tested annually.   
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/testing/skintesting.htm 

http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/   
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/general/LTBIandActiveTB.htm   

There are currently two tests used to screen for TB: the tuberculin skin test (TST), the most 

common and interferon gamma release assay (IGRA) blood tests.  The TST can be falsely positive in a 

person who have received the TB vaccine (BCG vaccine), which is given in most countries worldwide to 

prevent the severe forms of TB in infants.  The IGRA blood tests are not influenced by the BCG vaccine, 

and are therefore, better tests in those who have been BCG vaccinated.     

7. Register for VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools)   

  Please use the link below to register in VIPS.  This is mandatory.   

https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx   

Students need to register as new users and enter “yes” on the disclaimer.  Proceed by 

answering the on-screen questions creating a username and password and information about 

http://dshs.texas.gov/immunize/tvfc/
http://dshs.texas.gov/immunize/tvfc/
http://dshs.texas.gov/immunize/tvfc/
http://dshs.texas.gov/immunize/tvfc/
http://www.hcphes.org/
http://www.hcphes.org/
http://www.hcphes.org/
http://www.hcphes.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/testing/skintesting.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/testing/skintesting.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/testing/skintesting.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/testing/skintesting.htm
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/tuberculosis-testing/
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/general/LTBIandActiveTB.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/general/LTBIandActiveTB.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/general/LTBIandActiveTB.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/factsheets/general/LTBIandActiveTB.htm
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
https://prodnet.houstonisd.org/visits/en-us/login.aspx
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yourself.  Under affiliation enter “student” and under campus select “DeBakey HSHP”.  Then 

click “Save” and you are registered.  Once completed, log in again and show me your screen.   

Due to affiliation with The Methodist Hospital, should you have clinical there, the process for 

non-citizens and non-US born citizens takes longer.  Please notify at earliest convenience if 

this is the case for you. This will be an additional appointment and cost that you will be 

responsible to obtain.    Student observations will be in the TMC.    

8. Copy of health insurance coverage for those students attending clinical rotations.  

If your child does not have medical insurance, please notify Mrs. Dunlap within 1st week. 

If your child obtains an injury in the clinical setting, they will be taken to the emergency 

room for treatment and you will need to utilize your health insurance.    

  

Scrubs and cell phone policy    
  

      Juniors in PCP1 you have earned the privilege of wearing scrubs to school on your 

clinical rotation day and when given permission by your teacher.  Whenever you wear 

your scrubs to school, you MUST wear both the top and bottom to the set.  Any shirt worn 

under the scrub top should be white/black.  Any deviation from this policy will result in a 

conduct referral for a dress-code violation.     

Cell phone school policy applies during clinical rotation. Cell phones/smart devices are not 

permitted in clinical setting and will remain at school. If necessary, students may notify the 

professional they are shadowing to call school and the school will contact the teacher.    

It is an honor to have you in my class.  I genuinely hope that you find your place in the health care 

field and embrace it with all your knowledge and compassion.     

Sincerely, Mrs. Dunlap 

Please sign and obtain signatures on the attached forms then return to class ASAP.    Professionalism!    
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Student/Parent Syllabus Signature Form   

I have read and understand the syllabus of the Patient Care Practicum 1.     

I understand that I need to stay on task with homework, complete class assignments, and 

study my health science notes every night to be successful.    

I will be prepared for class and WBL.   (Unpaid work based learning plan)   

I will notify Mrs. Dunlap, via email Mari. Dunlap@houstonisd.org in the early morning or call 

school 713-741-2410, if unable to participate in clinical rotation because that is part of 

professionalism grade.   

I will submit my required documentation, TB skin test, Flu shot, One Hepatitis B series and a 

positive (reactive) Hepatitis B serum antibody or two series of Hepatitis vaccine (6 

vaccinations), Again, if Hepatitis B serum antibody is negative (non-reactive) evidence of 1st 

Hepatitis B vaccine documentation must be brought to class, and uphold my professional 

demeanor because this will affect my grade. All this is required by 4th class of PCP1.   

I also understand that my class can be videotaped for educational or promotion of school 

purposes.   

   

  _________________________    ___________________________  ___/___/___   

     Printed Name of Student           Student’s Signature                       Date         

      

   

  Parent/Guardian printed name ___________________________     

   

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________Date __/___/__   

   

Parent/Guardian preferred contact number: ________________________   

   

Parent/Guardian email address: _________________________________   

  Pre-clinical requirements are due now and no later than the 4th class of PCP1         

                        

Please fill out this form, detach it from the packet and have the student return it to me the 

next time he/she attends this class.   
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Classroom Rules Mari.Dunlap@houstonisd.org 

   

Note:  You are expected to adhere to all the following classroom rules in addition to all 

the conduct rules in the “Code of Student Conduct” Manual.   

1. Chewing gum, eating and/ or drinking in the classroom is not permitted.    

   

2. You must be in the classroom, initials next to your name on clipboard, and 

promptly in your seat when the tardy bell rings. Students not in class on time will 

be sent to the Office.   (Consequences for tardiness will be applied in accordance 

with the “Code of Student Conduct” guidelines).   

3. You are to refrain from talking in class without the teacher’s permission.   

4. You are to keep your immediate surroundings clean and free from litter.   

5. Classroom is to remain tidy and neat always- desks, chairs in proper order.    

   

6. If I’m absent and an Associate (Substitute) teachers oversees the class, be 

courteous to the Associate (Substitute) teacher.   

   

7. Whether I’m in the classroom or not at the beginning of class or at any other 

intervals, you are to remain in your seat and be quiet always.   

   

8. You will be respectful to the teacher and to your classmates.   

   

9. It is a classroom violation to lay your head on your desk, put your feet up on 

chairs or sleep in the classroom. (If you are not feeling well – let me know)   

   

10. You are to refrain from horseplay in the classroom.   

   

11. Adhering to all Safety/ Fire and Disaster/ Bus rules and guidelines is expected of 

all students.    

   

12. I understand there are consequences to all my actions.     

   

  _______________________            __________________________   

  Student’s Signature   Date            Parent’s Signature   Date   


